Southern Rhodesia was, I believe, the first of the British colonies to respond to the call to arms by the mother-country and provided proportionately to its population, more soldiers, sailors and airmen than any of the others.
The bonds which are forged in war have, through the course of history, been those which have endured most strongly, based as they are upon the most fundamental of relationships -those between men sharing common dangers and giving their lives for the same cause.
Military affiliations
The forces of Southern Rhodesia in the years between the conclusion of the Second World War and the establ ishment of the Federation of the Rhodesias (Northern and Southern) and Nyasaland felt a strong affinity for the forces of the Crown. These bonds were reinforced by ?ffiliations between regiments of the British Army and the Southern Rhodesia forces. For example, the Royal Rhodesia Regiment was affiliated to the Kings Royal Rifle Corps while the Rhodesian at his most impressionable between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one, and it is at this age that the foundation is laid for a life time in the profession of arms. It is important, therefore, to inculcate loyalty to the country and the service in which the young officer will spend the rest of his professional life. Once cast in the correct mould it is unlikely that his approach to his chosen career will deviate to any significant extent from that which was considered initially desirable.
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